What’s new in ESOL 3.5?

· A new field, Estimated Award Date has been added for the solicitation, displayed as a number of days after the due date.  For example:  “Estimated Date of Award:  120 after due date.”
· When registering for a conference, you will now be able to enter the estimated number of attendees for a conference.  The number of attendees will be included in the email that is sent to the Contracting POC.
· Download file times for common internet connection speeds are now shown for each solicitation file.
What’s new in eSol 3.0?

· eSol will now automatically move solicitations along in the solicitation life cycle. This means that the Contract Specialists will not need to remember to update the solicitation status when certain events occur, such as arrival of bid-due date.  eSol will also send periodic email notices out to the Contract Specialists to  remind them to post the award information to eSol.  This will allow us to clear out the solicitations that are no longer active, making it easier for you to find the active solicitations that you are interested in. 

This automated process will begin on April 1, 2002.  

· Real Estate Solicitations will now be supported.

· Real Estate Solicitation numbers are formatted as:

Nxxxxx-yy-RP-nnnnn 

· SEARCH improvements 
· The entire solicitation number can now be entered on the search with or without dashes.  The search will return the properly formatted solicitation number.  Partial solicitation number searches continue to work as before eSol 3.0.

· “Preference Program” has been added as a search category.

· You may now enter a “Description of Services Provided”.  
· You may enter this description into your account by clicking on “Edit Your Account”.  Each time you register as a plan holder, the description or services will be attached to your entry on the list.  You can modify your description on the list to tailor it for each solicitation.

· Additional Preference Programs.
· “Veteran Owned” and “Service Disabled Veteran Owned” and “NISH/NIB Set Aside” preference programs have been added. 

· Miscellaneous
· Bid Results will only be available to the public when the solicitation is in “Post-Bid/Proposal Evaluation” status. 

· Awardees will not be allowed to remove themselves from the plan holder list.  This is so that the award information will display properly.

